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                    HHHHave you noticed how the sounds of the birds have changed? 

Gone are the declarations of territory and desires for a mate, re-

placed with the adolescent chicks begging for food and discus-

sions about migration. After the frenetic energy of spring, now is 

the time to prepare for the inevitable changes.  

     Spring at SBBO brought many wonderful elementary school 

children, many enthusiastic visitors and beautiful birds. I want to 

extend a deep gratitude for our volunteers whose valuable time 

and effort made the spring season successful; welcome the new 

volunteers who eagerly jumped on the research learning curves; 

and express appreciation for our many donors whose selfless 

giving provides the necessary resources for us to research the 

birds and inspire the groups of 

school children who join us. 

Our partners, like the Forest 

Preserves of Winnebago County 

(FPWC), are very helpful be-

hind the scenes.  

     This spring the FPWC suc-

cessfully burned much of the 

prairie! Burning the prairie is a 

management technique mimick-

ing a natural process and is 

used for restoring the soil nutri-

ents, controlling invasive spe-

cies and encouraging the health 

of the prairie ecosystem. While 

it looks like only the plants are 

affected, the soil micro-

organisms, fungi, insects and birds all respond as well. The data 

we collect about the birds reflects the changes in the ecosystem 

and the effect of management techniques.  

     Our volunteers, donors, partners and visitors get to participate 

in observing, measuring and contributing to the dynamic, inter-

related systems around us. I hope you’re looking forward to the 

fall migration as much as we are and will join us. 

    _____Megan Pease 

Beyond the Hawk Station the prai-

rie was burned by dedicated FPWC 

staff. The dark tufts of big bluestem 

look dramatic yet burning is neces-

sary for keeping a prairie healthy. 

Nest box H2, one of our most pop-

ular nest boxes, was one of the first 

with an Eastern Bluebird nest this 

year. Research suggests it is easier 

for bluebirds to forage in a burned 

prairie and SBBO data shows an 

increase in Lark Sparrows in 

burned prairie.  

A bald eagle’s nest is huge and easy to spot; the 

watchful parents kept an eye on kayakers while the 

chicks begged for breakfast. This photo was taken a 

few days before the official trip. Photo by Megan Pease 

Sugar River Bird Watching Paddle with Rocktown Adventures New Addition to BirdfestSugar River Bird Watching Paddle with Rocktown Adventures New Addition to BirdfestSugar River Bird Watching Paddle with Rocktown Adventures New Addition to BirdfestSugar River Bird Watching Paddle with Rocktown Adventures New Addition to Birdfest    
                    AAAA brave group of adventurers defied the cool and dreary Mother’s Day for a kayak trip down the Sugar River. Rocktown Ad-

ventures hosted the group with Megan Pease from SBBO as a bird guide for the trip. The group set their kayaks in at the Avon Bot-

toms boat launch and they navigated the twisting 6.5 miles of Sugar River to the take out point at Colored Sands Forest Preserve. 

Along the route was a bald eagle’s nest with noisy chicks! The paddlers saw many different bird species, shared stories of past ad-

ventures and had a good time on a challenging stretch of the Sugar River. We would like to thank Rocktown Adventures for orches-

trating the logistics of the trip and give a huge thank you to the intrepid paddlers. (See two photos above) 

BIRDFEST 2018BIRDFEST 2018BIRDFEST 2018BIRDFEST 2018    
    

                    MMMMay 12 proved to be a challenging first day of Birdfest with 
such cold, rainy weather; but, a few hardy attendees and our 
intrepid volunteers persevered in hopes that Sunday, May 13 
would be a better day—and it was! Warblers began to move 
through, finally, so the event turned out very successful thanks 
to SBBO volunteers and the visitors who continue to support. 

 

Dave Seal is identifying and 
banding a bird during Bird-
fest. Photo by Megan Pease 

Steve and Robin Gause-
beck of Rockford cele-
brated the anniversary of 
their first date, 34 years 
ago at SBBO on May 12, 
by attending Birdfest! 
Photo by Kristine McMahon 

Jasmine and Zayda Wilson, ages 5 and 4, 
from Beloit match their “wingspreads” to 
raptors. 
Photo by Kristine McMahon 

Photo by Kristine McMahon 

The paddlers started at the 

Avon Bottoms boat launch 

and Kevin from Rocktown 

Adventures gave a helpful 

overview of safety and paddling techniques. Though the river looks calm in 

this picture, there are many trees and deadfall in water creating narrow pas-

sageways. This route is quite challenging but also has very little human dis-

turbance making bird sightings more likely. Photo by Megan Pease 



 

 

 

 

    Target Stores Field Trip Grant Writing Parties Target Stores Field Trip Grant Writing Parties Target Stores Field Trip Grant Writing Parties Target Stores Field Trip Grant Writing Parties     
    

     TTTThis fall we are partnering with the Nature at the Confluence’s Therese Oldenburg and the Welty Environmental Center to host 
grant writing parties for 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th grade teachers at the Nature at the Confluence Center! Because writing grants can be dif-
ficult and often intimidating, we want to help support teachers in their application for a Target Stores Field Trip Grant that is availa-
ble to pay up to $700 for transportation, admissions and supplies for field trips. Transportation is a costly part of taking a field trip 
and our thought is that classes could come to Sand Bluff for a morning program then go to the Nature at the Confluence in South 
Beloit for an afternoon program with the Welty Environmental Center educators. By visiting both locations, the classes would re-
ceive a full day of nature based, ecology and conservation education.  
     Sand Bluff volunteers, Therese Oldenburg and Welty Environmental Center volunteers will host the grant writing parties, provid-
ing information about our organizations including how programming could meet state standards; help with phrasing, brainstorming 
and other assistance.  We are hoping teachers will be able to start and possibly finish a Target Field Trip Grant during the session. 
Applications are due by Oct. 1, 2018. If you would like more information or are interested in attending a grant writing party, please 
contact Megan Pease (peasemeganm@gmail.com; 608-354-2540) to reserve a spot.  
When:   Sat. Aug. 11th 10am-12pm  Wed. Aug. 15th 4-6pm  
  Sat. Sept. 8th   10am-12pm  Wed. Sept. 19th 5-7pm 
 

Where: Nature at the Confluence Center, 306 Dickop St., South Beloit, IL  

Elementary School Students Flock to Sand Bluff Elementary School Students Flock to Sand Bluff Elementary School Students Flock to Sand Bluff Elementary School Students Flock to Sand Bluff     
                

                    TTTThe wide eyes of amazement revealing an awakened curiosity and excited chatter of elementary school children are thrilling for 
us at SBBO! We welcomed 2nd graders from Gaston Elementary School in Beloit, WI, 2nd graders from Forreston School and 5th 
graders from Kinnikinnick School. Congratulations to Kristy Handrich from Gaston Elementary School and Kyle Orendorrf from 

Kinnikinnick School who received Target Stores Field 
Trip Grants which paid for transportation and a donation 
to SBBO. The students went on scavenger hunts, helped 
volunteers check the nets and learned about the birds, 
bird banding and conservation. Pictures and a description 
of their experience will never quite capture the inspiring 
and positive effect of visiting SBBO.  
     The Kinnikinnick 5th graders and their dedicated chap-

erones conducted a community service project helping us 
achieve many tasks at SBBO. They helped install 12 new 
nest boxes, helped control invasive species by pulling gar-
lic mustard and helped set up for Birdfest. Their work was 
appreciated to make Birdfest a success! If you are interest-
ed in scheduling a field trip to SBBO, please contact Kathy Hoel at 815-877-2938. 

         ____________________Megan Pease 

Kinnikinnick 5th graders with nest boxes 
built by Lucas Kramer’s Winnebago High 
School students. Photo by Megan Pease 

Bryan Biehl leads Gaston Elementary students in a 

scavenger hunt. Photo by Megan Pease. 

Forreston 2nd graders listen intently. 
Photo by Thelma Bottum 

Installation of the Solar Powered Nest Box at the Nature at the Confluence Center Installation of the Solar Powered Nest Box at the Nature at the Confluence Center Installation of the Solar Powered Nest Box at the Nature at the Confluence Center Installation of the Solar Powered Nest Box at the Nature at the Confluence Center     
    

                    TTTThe Nature at the Confluence center in South Beloit, IL celebrated 
their one year anniversary on June 16. We have enjoyed partnering with 
them to start a nest box monitoring program while their prairie is just be-
ginning to be restored. The Ecolab Foundation provided a grant to cover 
the cost of a solar powered nest box with a camera and it was installed just 
in time for the Tree Swallow’s arrival. Several male Tree Swallows ar-
gued over the nest box! Many Nature at the Confluence center visitors 
were able to watch as a successful pair built a nest, incubated the eggs 
and the chicks made their first flight. It was very exciting for the visitors 
to catch the moment when the young left the nest! When we can peek 
into the secret lives of our feathered friends, they become a part of our 

family and it is heart warming to share in their success. Therese Oldenburg, director of the Nature at the 
Confluence, keeps a live feed of the nest box on the TV and we encourage you to stop by the center to 
share in the nest box excitement.  
         ____________________Megan Pease 

A brave chick is 

peeking out of 

the NATC nest 

box, contemplat-

ing taking the 

first flight. The 

next day, the 

chicks started 

leaving the nest. 
Photo provided by 
Megan Pease  

Visitors to the NATC Anniver-

sary Party were able to share in 

the tension and excitement of 

the chicks getting ready to 

leave the nest. 5 chicks success-

fully left the nest over the next 

couple of days. Photo provided by 

Megan Pease 

2018 Nest Box Monitoring 2018 Nest Box Monitoring 2018 Nest Box Monitoring 2018 Nest Box Monitoring     
    

                    LLLLucas Kramer’s Winnebago High School students made 12 new nest boxes which Kinnikinnick 

5th graders and their parent chaperones helped install in May!  We were very excited when pairs of 

bluebirds picked the new nest boxes for their early season home. The 2018 breed-

ing season held such promise, but the early heat wave over the Memorial Day 

weekend was devastating for our nesting birds. There were 19 Eastern Bluebird 

chicks and 4 Tree Swallow chicks who were only 1-2 days old when the heat 

arrived and they were very vulnerable. It was heartbreaking for the volunteers to 

check the following week only to find every nest had failed. Continued, page 3 

The first bluebird 

chicks of 2018 who 

were 2 days old when 

the heat wave ar-

rived. Photo by Megan 

Pease 

The first nest 

in one new 

nest box 

made by 

Winnebago 

High School 

students. 
Photo by 
Megan Pease 



 

 

 

        PLEASE HELP US ... in any way you canPLEASE HELP US ... in any way you canPLEASE HELP US ... in any way you canPLEASE HELP US ... in any way you can    
  Our non-profit organization survives because of private contributions of time and money from friends just like you. Please examine the list below and help 
  us continue our important banding program by making your contribution! 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Name (please print) 
 
     Address 
 
     City            State    Zip + 4 
 
     Telephone (days)     (evenings)    (e-mail) 
 

Please return this form to:  Sand Bluff Bird Observatory, P. O. Box 2, Seward, Illinois  61077  

     Enclosed is a (tax-deductible) contribution of 

     $100.00 (Net Sponsor) 

     $10.00 (Subscriber) 

     $50.00 (Supporting Member) 

     $250.00(Sustaining Member) 

     $25.00 (Donor) 

     I’d like to learn more about volunteering, please call me! 

     Please contact me to schedule a program/tour for my group! 

     to honor ______________________________________ 

     in memory of __________________________________ 

     Enclosed is a (tax-deductible) donation of ________________ 

     for the Sand Bluff Bird Observatory Endowment Fund 

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES     
FOR CLASSES AND GROUPSFOR CLASSES AND GROUPSFOR CLASSES AND GROUPSFOR CLASSES AND GROUPS 

 

                    CCCClassroom teachers keep us in mind to 
enhance your fall curriculum involving birds, 
habitats, adaptation, and migration. We can 
provide a list of possible birds to expect. 
Group leaders of youth and adult organiza-
tions, we welcome your visits, too.  
    Weekdays or a weekend group of 10 or 
more can schedule a “group presentation” 
with a suggested donation per person. Small-
er groups may join the general visitors.  
     Call Kathy Hoel (pictured), 815-877-2938 or e-mail 
info@sandbluff.org/subject: SBBO group visit, for details and 
to reserve your spot. Allow 1½ hours to watch the banding pro-
cess and visit the nets.  

Photo by Thelma Bottum 

Monitoring, continued from page 2Monitoring, continued from page 2Monitoring, continued from page 2Monitoring, continued from page 2    
They cleaned the nest boxes in hopes for a second attempt. The weather fluc-
tuated tremendously in June between monsoon rainstorms and sweltering heat. 
The volunteers halted monitoring because they didn’t want to add to the stress 
the birds were dealing with and resumed monitoring in late July. It looks as 
though the later nests were more successful this year than the earlier nests.  
     ____________________Megan Pease 

COMING UP:COMING UP:COMING UP:COMING UP:    
BANDING BEGINSBANDING BEGINSBANDING BEGINSBANDING BEGINS————SaturdaySaturdaySaturdaySaturday————Aug 11Aug 11Aug 11Aug 11    
TARGET FIELD TRIP  GRANT WRITING PARTIESTARGET FIELD TRIP  GRANT WRITING PARTIESTARGET FIELD TRIP  GRANT WRITING PARTIESTARGET FIELD TRIP  GRANT WRITING PARTIES    
    4 DATES IN AUG & SEPT4 DATES IN AUG & SEPT4 DATES IN AUG & SEPT4 DATES IN AUG & SEPT————see article, p2see article, p2see article, p2see article, p2    
DONOR APPRECIATION BREAKFASTDONOR APPRECIATION BREAKFASTDONOR APPRECIATION BREAKFASTDONOR APPRECIATION BREAKFAST    
    SaturdaySaturdaySaturdaySaturday————Oct Oct Oct Oct 6666————7:30 7:30 7:30 7:30 to 10amto 10amto 10amto 10am    
OWL NIGHTSOWL NIGHTSOWL NIGHTSOWL NIGHTS————2018 2018 2018 2018     
    FridayFridayFridayFriday————Oct Oct Oct Oct 19191919————7 7 7 7 to 11pmto 11pmto 11pmto 11pm    
    SaturdaySaturdaySaturdaySaturday————Oct Oct Oct Oct 20202020————7 7 7 7 to 11pmto 11pmto 11pmto 11pm    
    FridayFridayFridayFriday————Oct Oct Oct Oct 26262626————7777----11111111pmpmpmpm    
    Register with Kathy Hoel (above) using subject: 
  SBBO Owl Night 

 
Dress for the weather & mosquitoes; 
use repellant, bring a flashlight, wear 
sturdy footwear. Suggested donation of 
$25 per person; not recommended for 
children under 10—minimun 10/
maximum 25 persons per date.  
Refreshments served. 

Volunteer Richard 
Brady with NSWO.  
Photo by Megan Pease 

SPRING 2018 BANDING REPORTSPRING 2018 BANDING REPORTSPRING 2018 BANDING REPORTSPRING 2018 BANDING REPORT    
  ____Mike Eickman,  Station Master 

 

                    SSSSpring at Sand Bluff Bird Observatory was once again, like last 
year, very frustrating. One almost wonders if Rachel Carson’s 
“Silent Spring” isn’t reality. We know weather was a huge factor 
this year in bird migrations. Stationary fronts south of our area held 
birds back for most of March and early April. Wind, rain and 
snowy, cold weather all had a part in holding our numbers down. 
Bird counts really didn’t improve until the last week of April and 
first week of May. Birdfest numbers helped bring up the totals with 
343 birds banded in two days. 
     Our over-all total for Spring 2018 equaled 2002 individuals of 
99 species. Species on the Top Ten list are: 

1. Swainson’s Thrush  139  
2. Gray Catbird   119 
3. White-throated Sparrow      98 
4. Slate-colored Junco      96 
5. Swamp Sparrow                 94 
6. Fox Sparrow      87 
7. Golden-crowned Kinglet    78 
8. Field Sparrow      68 
9. Common Yellowthroat      63 
10. American Goldfinch     60 

     Species of special notes and interest: 
  A male Sharp-shinned Hawk caught 2 years before and 
caught again in the same net run as before. It’s a true migrant that 
does not breed here but comes down and through our area in the 
fall and winter.  
 A female Cooper’s Hawk trapped at the Hawk Station in 
fall of 2017, a hatch year bird and caught in the nets on the hill this 
spring. 
 Another migrant was a Gray-cheeked Thrush caught last 
fall in migration and caught by us again this spring going north. 
      And, finally, the catch of the season was a male Prairie 

Warbler in breeding plumage.  
(Noted by John Longhenry who 
provided this photo: last seen at 
SBBO on May 31.) That makes 
one in each of the last two 
springs. 
     In conclusion, I would like to 
thank all the volunteers who 
make our station run. Hope to see 

everyone out this fall!   
GOOD BIRDING TO ALL 
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     During Operating Hours: 815-629-2671 
 

     Mailing Address:  Sand Bluff Bird Observatory 
                                   P. O. Box 2 
                                   Seward, IL  61077 
 

     GPS Address: 10602 Haas Rd, Rockton, IL 
 

     Be sure to visit our website at:  www.sandbluff.org 
     Twitter at: https://twitter.com/sbbobirdbanding?lang=en 

 

Here’s How To Reach Us!Here’s How To Reach Us!Here’s How To Reach Us!Here’s How To Reach Us!    

Partner ofPartner ofPartner ofPartner of    

NETS RAISED FOR FALL BANDINGNETS RAISED FOR FALL BANDINGNETS RAISED FOR FALL BANDINGNETS RAISED FOR FALL BANDING    
    

                    WWWWeather permitting, the nets will be raised on August 4 
from 7-11am, so that fall banding can begin. Heavy rain or 
excessive heat could delay this effort, so please call the 
station that morning or email Mike Eickman at Hawk-
ing5055@aol.com for more information. 
 
 

SBBO WEBSITE HAS A NEW LOOKSBBO WEBSITE HAS A NEW LOOKSBBO WEBSITE HAS A NEW LOOKSBBO WEBSITE HAS A NEW LOOK    
    

                    IIIIf you haven’t seen it yet, please take a peek at the re-
cently redesigned and more user-friendly website created 
by Firepoint Media. Here, www.sandbluff.org,  you will 
find upcoming events, SBBO highlights, contact infor-
mation and an online post of “The Sand Bluff Birder.”  
 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO VOLUNTEER?WOULD YOU LIKE TO VOLUNTEER?WOULD YOU LIKE TO VOLUNTEER?WOULD YOU LIKE TO VOLUNTEER?    
     Contact Justin Keller: allistinkeller@gmail.com or visit the 
banding station. 

Brian Russart, Natural Areas Coordinator with Mil-
waukee County Parks, brought his staff to SBBO for a 
field trip on May 24. As a former volunteer, he typical-
ly brings his employees during the spring and fall 
migrations. Standing left to right: Katlyn, Tess, Mag-
gie, Samantha, Brian, Kelly, Max, Fie, Karina, and 
Mikayla. Kneeling: Elisabeth and Emilie 


