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Remembering Tom PlunkettRemembering Tom PlunkettRemembering Tom PlunkettRemembering Tom Plunkett    
                --------------------------------Lynda Johnson 
    

                        TTTTom Plunket, long-time Sunday volunteer, passed away 
October 15, 2018, after he had bravely fought cancer and other 
illnesses all last year, and before. Thank you to those who 
visited him and, also, those who came to his memorial service. 
I know he and Ellen greatly 
appreciated the visits, and 
Ellen was touched by those 
who came to the service. 
Tom loved to fish - it was 
poignant to see that he had 
chosen a large "fishing bob-
ber" for his  
ashes to be put in! 
     Many SBBO volunteers 
probably don't know that 
Tom was our "coffee guy." 
Whenever we ran out, he 
was the one who paid for 
more coffee - next time you drink a cup at the banding station, 
remember Tom! He also had a friend who grew asparagus and 
supplied those of us who love asparagus with a ready, fresh 
supply! 
     At BirdFest, Tom sat with Lynda at the admissions table 
and was the first friendly face that visitors encountered. Also, 
his wife, Ellen, helped in the gift shop during Birdfest - 
bigtime! Thanks go out to both for generous and faithful  
service to SBBO! 

Photo by Thelma Bottum 

PresidentPresidentPresidentPresident’’’’s Messages Messages Messages Message    
    

                                WWWWe have said so long to the many migrating 
species and have welcomed our winter residents. Have 
you been keeping your eyes out for the Red-breasted 

Nuthatches? There have 
been a lot more of them in 
our area than in past years! 
Many have been banded 
this fall at Sand Bluff.  
     I want to say thank  
you to all the dedicated 
volunteers who have been 

collecting data about the birds and thank you to the 
many donors who support our organization. This fall 
we had several people join us for our annual Donor 
Breakfast in October where our volunteers created a 
home cooked feast to say a huge “Thank You” to eve-
ryone who helps make our data collection possible.  
     Though the fall feels quiet with the dormant plants 
and everything waiting for the spring thaw, at Sand 
Bluff, we catch up on many tasks during the long win-
ter hours. We hope to see you in Spring when we 
re-open!  

    _____Megan Pease 

    Rusty BlackbirdRusty BlackbirdRusty BlackbirdRusty Blackbird 
        ———article and photos by John Longhenry 
      OOOOn November 1, 2018, an ASY male Rusty Blackbird (RUBL) was trapped and banded, the first one in 16 years at 
SBBO.  In the years since the beginning of the banding station, it was not unusual to trap a few, but never in significant 
numbers—a total of 93 before November 1. Today, this is a species that is considered "threatened".   

     Long-term surveys indicate a staggering 85-95% decline since the mid-1990s. Theories 
suggest that the loss of wooded wetlands in their southeast wintering grounds (over 80% of 
this type of habitat has been converted into agricultural lands and other uses); more competi-

tion from other blackbird species such as Red-winged Blackbirds 
and Common Grackles; as well as exposure to an unknown dis-
ease for which the RUBL has not developed sufficient immuni-
ties as the three main factors in their decrease. 
     In their breeding grounds the RUBL has also suffered from 
habitat loss and degradation of habitat issues. Climate change 
(warming temperatures) are causing their boreal wetlands to dry up causing numerous 
problems especially in food resources. So, we feel quite lucky to have had one drop by our 
nets on its way to its wintering grounds. 

Rusty Blackbird yearly totalsRusty Blackbird yearly totalsRusty Blackbird yearly totalsRusty Blackbird yearly totals 
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Fall 2018 Banding ReportFall 2018 Banding ReportFall 2018 Banding ReportFall 2018 Banding Report    
    

                    AAAAstonishment! Amazement was what we felt when we checked nets each week during the fall banding 
season. This fall has been very exciting seeing birds of some species we didn’t expect and high totals for some 
other species.  
     Early arrival of nine Red-breasted Nuthatches was a treat for this little bird. Another species often 
missing is the Purple Finch, 18 were captured.  
     High numbers for species are again the Swainson’s Thrush with 481 individuals, 299 Cedar Waxwings and 
181 Hermit Thrushes. 
     Several birds came to Sand Bluff, as surprisesas surprisesas surprisesas surprises, a Slate-Colored Junco banded in 2016 returned to the station 
and was recaptured. We also had two Northern Saw-whet Owls that were captured from other banding stations. 
One was from Duluth, Minnesota and the other from Brown County, Wisconsin; both over three years old. The 
last unexpected visitor to our nets was the Rusty Blackbird, an adult male, which we haven’t seen in many 
years. 
     Next news letter will include more totals for the fall season and the yearly total.  

  Until then great Birding! 
  Mike Eickman 

2018 VOLUNTEERS2018 VOLUNTEERS2018 VOLUNTEERS2018 VOLUNTEERS    
    

                    NNNNo matter how many times we say “thank you”, it never seems adequate, for our volunteers are the life blood of our 
organization providing the energy that keeps everyone dedicated and focused. So here is a list of everyone (and I hope 
no one was missed) who recorded their volunteer hours during 2018!  
 

VOLUNTEERVOLUNTEERVOLUNTEERVOLUNTEER    SPRINGSPRINGSPRINGSPRING    FALLFALLFALLFALL    VOLUNTEERVOLUNTEERVOLUNTEERVOLUNTEER    SPRINGSPRINGSPRINGSPRING    FALLFALLFALLFALL    

BECKIE BAIRD X  JENNIFER KURODA X X 

CASSIE BAIRD X  JACKIE KURODA X  

REITA BAIRD X X PEG LOCKMAN  X 

BRYAN BIEHL X X MIKE LONCAR X X 

STACEY BIVENS X X NORA LONCAR X X 

MARK BLASSAGE X  JOHN LONGHENRY X X 

AMANDA BONAVIA X  ROBERT MAHAN X  

THELMA BOTTUM X X QUINN MCCOY X X 

RICHARD BRADY X X SHARON MCCOY X X 

BART CHAPMAN X X GRACIE MCMAHON X X 

LUCAS COMSTOCK X  KRISTINE MCMAHON X X 

ARDEN ENGEL X  DAWSON MINSCH  X 

MIKE EICKMAN X X CHRIS P MYERS X  

DEB EICKMAN X X CHRISTOPHER MYERS X  

J K GENT  X ISABELLE MYERS X X 

STEVE GENT X X KATHERINE MYERS X X 

ANNA GRAY X X JOYCE OLIVERI X X 

ED GREENFIELD X X IVY OTTO X X 

TRISHA GREENFIELD X X MEGAN PEASE X X 

STAS' GUNKEL X X MARY ANN PETTENGER X X 

CINDY HECKMAN X  SARAH PHELPS X  

GREG HECKMAN X  STEVE REISCHEL X X 

HEATHER HERAKOVICH  X ESTHER SCHIPPERS X X 

DONNA HILTON X X DAVE SEAL X X 

KATHY HOEL X X LAURA SJOQUIST X X 

JANE JEGERSKI X X DAWN SKUPIEN X X 

DEBBIE JOHNSON  X MINDY THOMPSON X  

LEE JOHNSON X X MCKINLEY TORRE X X 

LYNDA JOHNSON X X STEVE TORRE X X 

PAUL JOHNSON X  CHRISTY WAILS X X 

JUSTIN KELLER X X LINDA ZELL X  

ABIGAIL BAIRD X X MAX KOTELNICKI X  



 

 

 

        PLEASE HELP US ... in any way you canPLEASE HELP US ... in any way you canPLEASE HELP US ... in any way you canPLEASE HELP US ... in any way you can    
  Our non-profit organization survives because of private contributions of time and money from friends just like you. Please examine the list below and help 
  us continue our important banding program by making your contribution! 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Name (please print) 
 
     Address 
 
     City            State    Zip + 4 
 
     Telephone (days)     (evenings)    (e-mail) 
 

Please return this form to:  Sand Bluff Bird Observatory, P. O. Box 2, Seward, Illinois  61077  

     Enclosed is a (tax-deductible) contribution of 

     $100.00 (Net Sponsor) 

     $10.00 (Subscriber) 

     $50.00 (Supporting Member) 

     $250.00(Sustaining Member) 

     $25.00 (Donor) 

     I’d like to learn more about volunteering, please call me! 

     Please contact me to schedule a program/tour for my group! 

     to honor ______________________________________ 

     in memory of __________________________________ 

     Enclosed is a (tax-deductible) donation of ________________ 

     for the Sand Bluff Bird Observatory Endowment Fund 

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES     
FOR CLASSES AND GROUPSFOR CLASSES AND GROUPSFOR CLASSES AND GROUPSFOR CLASSES AND GROUPS 

 

                    CCCClassroom teachers keep us in mind to 
enhance your spring curriculum involving 
birds, habitats, adaptation, and migration. We 
can provide a list of possible birds to expect. 
Group leaders of youth and adult organiza-
tions, we welcome your visits, too.  
    Weekdays or a weekend group of 10 or 
more can schedule a “group presentation” 
with a suggested donation of $5 per person. 
Smaller groups may join the general visitors.  
     Call Kathy Hoel (pictured), 815-877-2938 or e-mail 
info@sandbluff.org/subject: SBBO group visit, for details and 
to reserve your spot. Allow 1½ hours to watch the banding. 

Photo by Thelma Bottum 

Meet Volunteer Steve GentMeet Volunteer Steve GentMeet Volunteer Steve GentMeet Volunteer Steve Gent    
    

     MMMMy journey to Sand Bluff began a long time ago. 
As a young child, I remember seeing a Barn Owl be-
ing chased by a crow; as a youngster, I loved to watch 
anything to do with wildlife on the TV.  My siblings 
and I collected all manner of creatures, much to my 

mother’s displeasure, 
even bringing a flea-
ridden hedgehog into 
the house one night. 
     After a career in the 
Royal Air Force, I 
worked for several  
volunteer organizations 
in Cornwall, England 
from 1992-1995 before 
going back to school to 
gain a Bachelor of  
Science Honours degree 
in Ecology and Conser-
vation. Then I began 
traveling the world to 
see as many birds as 

possible, while, at the same 
time, experiencing places I wanted to see.  On one 
such trip to the Kuril Islands, I met my wife, Jeanne. 
      We moved to Illinois in 2009.  Jeanne had been to 
SBBO after closing the sale on our house and she had 
attended BirdFest, so I knew about the banding station 
before we came here. I have closed the circle, and am 
now doing as a volunteer, what I would have liked to 
have done professionally. SBBO offers a fantastic 
opportunity to learn from highly skilled and experi-
enced people. I am a qualified bander and net checker, 
take part in the Christmas bird counts in the area and, 
until recently, conducted breeding bird surveys in 
Cherry Valley.  

Photo by Thelma Bottum 
 



 

 

 

Partner ofPartner ofPartner ofPartner of    

the Sand Bluff Birder 
P. O. Box 2 
Seward, IL  61077 

ADDRESS CORRECTIONSADDRESS CORRECTIONSADDRESS CORRECTIONSADDRESS CORRECTIONS 
If you wish to cancel, subscribe or correct your mailing address for 
the Sand Bluff Birder, please e-mail: bottum4548@gmail.com.  
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     During Operating Hours: 815-629-2671 
 

     Mailing Address:  Sand Bluff Bird Observatory 
                                   P. O. Box 2 
                                   Seward, IL  61077 
 

     GPS Address: 10602 Haas Rd, Rockton, IL 
 

     Be sure to visit our website at:  www.sandbluff.org 
     Twitter at: https://twitter.com/sbbobirdbanding?lang=en 

 

Here’s How To Reach Us!Here’s How To Reach Us!Here’s How To Reach Us!Here’s How To Reach Us!    

NETS CLOSED AFTER FALL BANDINGNETS CLOSED AFTER FALL BANDINGNETS CLOSED AFTER FALL BANDINGNETS CLOSED AFTER FALL BANDING    
    

                    NNNNets were taken down November 24 after completion 
of the fall migratory banding season and the banding 
building buttoned up for the winter. The March newsletter 
will announce resumption of banding for spring migration. 
 
 

SBBO ANNUAL BOARD MEETINGSBBO ANNUAL BOARD MEETINGSBBO ANNUAL BOARD MEETINGSBBO ANNUAL BOARD MEETING    
    

                    TTTThe annual board meeting is scheduled for 10:00 am on 
Saturday, January 26, 2019 at Severson Dells Nature Cen-
ter; snow date of Saturday, February 2. Refreshments are 
welcomed. All SBBO volunteers are encouraged to attend; 
the meeting is open to the public. 
 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO VOLUNTEER?WOULD YOU LIKE TO VOLUNTEER?WOULD YOU LIKE TO VOLUNTEER?WOULD YOU LIKE TO VOLUNTEER?    

     Contact Justin Keller: allistinkeller@gmail.com or visit 
the banding station.in the spring. 

 


