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PresidentPresidentPresidentPresident’’’’s Messages Messages Messages Message    
             

     TTTThe fall migration season has come to a close at SBBO.  Thanks to the many who support our efforts and to the 

dedicated volunteers who once again made it a success.   
     Best wishes to all and we’ll see you again next spring, 
          ——Ivy Otto 
          President, SBBO 

Motus Antenna Operational at SBBOMotus Antenna Operational at SBBOMotus Antenna Operational at SBBOMotus Antenna Operational at SBBO    

                                    ———Dave Huffman 

     TTTThe Sand Bluff Bird Observatory hawk station gained a new bit of flash this fall. It now sports a radio mast and 3 
antennas, making it one of the newest receiver stations in the Motus network. The Motus network is an international 
network of radio receivers which use radio telemetry and small radio tags to track the move-
ments of hundreds of species of birds, bats and insects. 
     As previously reported in The Sand Bluff Birder, Sand Bluff has been researching and 
planning a Motus tower for more than a year, though supply chain issues delayed our plans. 
When Mike Ward and Mike Avara of the Ward Avian Ecology Lab at the University of Illi-
nois reached out this fall looking for a new home for one of their Motus receivers, we leapt at 
the chance to collaborate and support their effort. They drove up to Sand Bluff from Spring-
field on a rainy Friday and we managed to get the antennas, receiver and solar panel installed 
during breaks in the rain.  
     Our Motus station is part of a “radio fence” across the Wisconsin-Illinois border, designed 
to capture data about birds during migration. The Motus network has more than 1500 receiv-
er stations in 34 countries which monitor for tags 24/7/365 and can provide detailed infor-

mation about the specific paths followed by migratory birds, 
collecting data about location and direction of movement. 
This data is collected and shared by the Motus Wildlife 
Tracking Network, which is managed by Birds Canada, a 
Canadian non-profit dedicated to bird research and conser-
vation. Our tower can pick up tags up to 5 miles away and 
its data will be retrieved and uploaded to the Motus network 
on a monthly basis during spring and fall migration, and bi-monthly the rest of the 
year. We’re still in the early stages of practicing the data extraction and receiver 
management process. 
     Researchers capture birds of target species and attach small radio tags - they start 
at 2 tenths of a gram - then release the birds and monitor the network for data about 
the tagged birds’ movements. The scientists in the Ward Lab are currently tagging 
Northern Saw-whet Owls as part of an effort to better understand their migratory 
movements and timing.  
     We’re thrilled to be a part of the Motus network and to collaborate with Mike 
Ward’s team. Our participation in the Motus network builds on Sand Bluff’s mission 
to perform and support avian research and adds another dimension to the data we’re 
gathering. Our next step is to investigate the possibility of partnering with a research 
project and deploying Motus tags on birds during our banding operations. 
     Interested readers can find more information and data, and a long list of scholarly 
publications based on Motus data, on the Motus.org website. Look for future up-
dates about the Sand Bluff Motus tower in The Sand Bluff Birder. 
 

Installation of the Motus receiver station on 
November 4. Photo  provided by Deb Eickman. 

Dave Huffman, Mike Ward & Mike 
Avera prepare the Motus antenna for  
installation. Photo by Deb Eickman. 



 

 

    
    

Fall 2022Banding ReportFall 2022Banding ReportFall 2022Banding ReportFall 2022Banding Report    
    

     NNNNets are down and preparations are being made for the 2023 banding season. 
     It has been an interesting fall season as capture rates were steady and numbers encouraging for passerines. With 
3022 new birds captured in the fall and 1708 from the spring brings our total bird for 2022 to 4730. By the numbers, the 
top 10 species for fall 2022 were: Slate-colored Junco, 316; Gray Catbird, 272; Swainson’s Thrush, 270; White-
throated Sparrow, 166; Ovenbird, 116; Hermit Thrush, 103; Magnolia Warbler, 102; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 98; Cedar 
Waxwing, 96; and American Goldfinch, 93. 
     On the downside the Raptors did not come through and it appears that the numbers are down at other stations as 
well. In the upcoming months we will see what information we can gather as to the cause of the decline. 
     Thank you to all our friends and until next year have a joyous Holiday season and healthy New Year.   
 
        __________Mike Eickman, Station Master 

Fall 2022 Bird CountFall 2022 Bird CountFall 2022 Bird CountFall 2022 Bird Count    

SPECIES COUNT 
 

SPECIES COUNT   SPECIES COUNT 

BLACKBIRD, RED-WINGED 0  OVENBIRD 116  VIREO, WARBLING 0 

BLUEBIRD, EASTERN 33  OWL, NORTHERN SAW-WHET 7  VIREO, YELLOW-THROATED 4 

BUNTING, INDIGO 6  PARULA, NORTHERN 0  WARBLER, BAY-BREASTED 3 

CARDINAL, NORTHERN 34  PEEWEE, EASTERN WOOD 33  WARBLER, BLACK AND WHITE 29 

CATBIRD, GRAY 272  PHOEBE, EASTERN 5  WARBLER, BLACKPOLL 2 

CHAT, YELLOW-BREASTED 3  REDSTART, AMERICAN 86  WARBLER, BLACK-THROATED BLUE 6 

CHICKADEE, BLACK-CAPPED 38  ROBIN, AMERICAN 20  WARBLER, BLACK-THROATED GREEN 2 

CREEPER, BROWN 17  SAPSUCKER, YELLOW-BELLIED 0  WARBLER, BLUE-WINGED 5 

DOVE, MOURNING 0  SPARROW, AMERICAN TREE 10  WARBLER, BLACKBURNIAN 2 

FINCH, HOUSE 4  SPARROW, CHIPPING 74  WARBLER, CANADA 4 

FINCH, PURPLE 12  SPARROW, CLAY-COLORED 0  WARBLER, CAPE MAY 2 

FLICKER, YELLOW-SHAFTED 6  SPARROW, FIELD 85  WARBLER, CHESTNUT-SIDED 4 

FLYCATCHER, ACADIAN 1  SPARROW, FOX 36  WARBLER, CONNECTICUT 1 

FLYCATCHER, GREAT-CRESTED 0  SPARROW, HENSLOW'S 1  WARBLER, GOLDEN-WINGED 2 

FLYCATCHER, LEAST 15  SPARROW, LARK 0  WARBLER, HOODED 1 

FLYCATCHER, OLIVE-SIDED 0  SPARROW, LINCOLN'S 31  WARBLER, MAGNOLIA 102 

FLYCATCHER, TRAILL'S 15  SPARROW, SONG 44  WARBLER, MOURNING 2 

FLYCATCHER, YELLOW-BELLIED 9  SPARROW, SWAMP 29  WARBLER, MYRTLE 43 

GNATCATCHER, BLUE-GRAY 1  SPARROW, WHITE-CROWNED 9  WARBLER, NASHVILLE 28 

GOLDFINCH, AMERICAN 93  SPARROW, WHITE-THROATED 166  WARBLER, ORANGE-CROWNED 22 

GRACKLE, COMMON 4  SPARROW, VESPER 1  WARBLER, PROTHONOTARY 0 

GROSBEAK, BLUE 1  SWALLOW, NORTHERN ROUGH-WINGED 0  WARBLER, TENNESSEE 34 

GROSBEAK, ROSE-BREASTED 21  TANAGER, SCARLET 1  WARBLER, WESTERN PALM 16 

HAWK, COOPER'S 1  THRASHER, BROWN 4  WARBLER, WILSON'S 5 

HAWK, RED-TAILED 4  THRUSH, GRAY-CHEEKED 37  WATERTHRUSH, NORTHERN 3 

HAWK, SHARP-SHINNED 4  THRUSH, HERMIT 103  WAXWING, CEDAR 96 

JAY, BLUE 30  THRUSH, SWAINSON'S 270  WHIP-POOR-WILL, EASTERN 0 

JUNCO, SLATE-COLORED 316  THRUSH, WOOD 40  WOODPECKER, DOWNY 27 

KINGBIRD, EASTERN 2  TITMOUSE, TUFTED 11  WOODPECKER, HAIRY 3 

KINGLET, GOLDEN-CROWNED 90  TOWHEE, EASTERN 16  WOODPECKER, RED-BELLIED 12 

KINGLET, RUBY-CROWNED 98  VEERY 22  WREN, CAROLINA 0 

MEADOWLARK, EASTERN 0  VIREO, BELL'S 0  WREN, HOUSE 72 

NUTHATCH, RED-BREASTED 1  VIREO, BLUE-HEADED 0  WREN, WINTER 13 

NUTHATCH, WHITE-BREASTED 15  VIREO, PHILADELPHIA 6  YELLOWTHROAT, COMMON 29 

ORIOLE, BALTIMORE 1  VIREO, RED-EYED 37  FALL TOTAL NEW BIRDS 3022 

ORIOLE, ORCHARD 0  VIREO, WHITE-EYED 1  2022 TOTAL NEW BIRDS 4730 



 

 

Date 

        PLEASE HELP US ... in any way you canPLEASE HELP US ... in any way you canPLEASE HELP US ... in any way you canPLEASE HELP US ... in any way you can    
  Our non-profit organization survives because of private contributions of time and money from friends just like you. Please examine the list below and help 
  us continue our important banding program by making your contribution! 

  Please return this form to:  Sand Bluff Bird Observatory, P. O. Box 2, Seward, IL  61077 Please return this form to:  Sand Bluff Bird Observatory, P. O. Box 2, Seward, IL  61077 Please return this form to:  Sand Bluff Bird Observatory, P. O. Box 2, Seward, IL  61077 Please return this form to:  Sand Bluff Bird Observatory, P. O. Box 2, Seward, IL  61077  
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        Name (please print) 
        
        Address 
 

        City                State   Zip + 4 
                                                                                                                                                                                      
        Telephone (days)    (evenings)       (email)        
   
                                                                                                       

     I’d like to learn more about volunteering, please call me! 

     Please contact me to schedule a program/tour for my group! 

     to honor ______________________________________ 

     in memory of __________________________________ 

     Enclosed is a (tax-deductible) donation of ________________ 

     for the Sand Bluff Bird Observatory Endowment Fund 

     $100.00 (Net Sponsor) 

     $10.00 (Subscriber) 

     $50.00 (Supporting Member) 

     $250.00 (Sustaining Member) 

     $25.00 (Donor) 

       Enclosed is a (tax-deductible) contribution of 

       Please do not share /publish my contact information 

The SBBO website The SBBO website The SBBO website The SBBO website ““““www.sandbluff.orgwww.sandbluff.orgwww.sandbluff.orgwww.sandbluff.org” ” ” ” has been updated with more options. You can now make a secure online donation through has been updated with more options. You can now make a secure online donation through has been updated with more options. You can now make a secure online donation through has been updated with more options. You can now make a secure online donation through 
PayPal by selecting  the PayPal by selecting  the PayPal by selecting  the PayPal by selecting  the ““““Support UsSupport UsSupport UsSupport Us” ” ” ” page when you click on the page when you click on the page when you click on the page when you click on the ““““listlistlistlist” ” ” ” icon in the upper right corner of the websiteicon in the upper right corner of the websiteicon in the upper right corner of the websiteicon in the upper right corner of the website’’’’s homepage. s homepage. s homepage. s homepage. 
There is also a SBBO tThere is also a SBBO tThere is also a SBBO tThere is also a SBBO t----shirt in multiple colors and sizes available to order online through PayPal on the shirt in multiple colors and sizes available to order online through PayPal on the shirt in multiple colors and sizes available to order online through PayPal on the shirt in multiple colors and sizes available to order online through PayPal on the ““““MerchandiseMerchandiseMerchandiseMerchandise” ” ” ” page.page.page.page.    

Remembering Lynda JohnsonRemembering Lynda JohnsonRemembering Lynda JohnsonRemembering Lynda Johnson    

     SBBOSBBOSBBOSBBO has lost another long-time volunteer with the passing 
of Lynda Johnson on August 3, 2022. Lynda 
was the wife of Sand Bluff founder, Lee 
Johnson, and a constant presence at the band-
ing station for many, many years. She wel-
comed guests and new volunteers (for whom 
she held training classes), checked nets, band-
ed birds as a sub-permittee, recorded data, 
and on and on. She battled Scleroderma for 
many years until she couldn’t anymore. Many 

recipients of this newsletter will remember her well and miss her 

as all her fellow volunteers do. 

Donor BreakfastDonor BreakfastDonor BreakfastDonor Breakfast    
     AAAAfter two years of dealing with the Covid pandemic, SBBO 
invited regional donors and volunteers to a donor appreciation 
breakfast on Saturday, October 15. The delicious food and varie-

ty of bird species were enjoyed by all who were able to attend . 
In the photos below, Mary Johnson, and Julie & Steve Servantez 
chat with Lee Johnson; volunteers Sue Cannon, Jane Jegerski, 
Donna Hilton, Deb Eickman and Thelma Bottum share breakfast 
& conversation; visitors observe as Mike Eickman bands birds.

(Phtotos by  
Anna Gray) 

 

Owl Night at SBBOOwl Night at SBBOOwl Night at SBBOOwl Night at SBBO    
  ——John Longhenry  

 

     IIIIt had been two years since SBBO had held an Owl Night 
due to COVID-19 protocols at the station. 
So, with much anticipation on October 14, 
we once again welcomed night-time visi-
tors hoping to see the smallest owl in the 
eastern part of the United States, the 
Northern Saw-whet Owl. Sixteen guests 
came to learn about the various owl spe-
cies that can be seen in the Midwest part 
of the country. The nets were open, and 
the lures were calling as the visitors ar-
rived, took their seats and the program 

began. After an hour, it was time to check the nets and see if we 
were lucky enough to catch an owl. With coats and flashlights 
on, the group went down to the nets and sure enough there was 
an owl sitting in one of the nets. Once extracted it was taken 
back to the station where it was processed, and everyone was 
able to see it up close for pictures. Luck struck again with our 
second owl in the net an hour later. 
     Everyone seemed pleased with their “night out with the 

owls” at 
SBBO and 
success 
with two 
Northern 
Saw-whet 
Owls.  Not 
a bad night 
considering 
that we end-
ed up with 

only 7 owls for our fall 2022 season (warm weather and winds 
appeared to impact our total number of owls this year). 
     Hopefully next year we will see more owls and have another 

successful owl night.  Thanks to all who participated in this 

year’s successful Owl Night. (Photos provided by John Longhenry) 
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     During Operating Hours: 815-629-2671 
 

     Mailing Address:  Sand Bluff Bird Observatory 
                                   P. O. Box 2 
                                   Seward, IL  61077 
 

     GPS Address: 10602 Haas Rd, Rockton, IL 
 

     Be sure to visit our website at:  www.sandbluff.org 
      

 

Here’s How To Reach Us!Here’s How To Reach Us!Here’s How To Reach Us!Here’s How To Reach Us!    

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES     
FOR CLASSES AND GROUPSFOR CLASSES AND GROUPSFOR CLASSES AND GROUPSFOR CLASSES AND GROUPS 

      
     Keeping in mind that CovidKeeping in mind that CovidKeeping in mind that CovidKeeping in mind that Covid----19 variants 19 variants 19 variants 19 variants 
are still active threats  to our health, SBBO are still active threats  to our health, SBBO are still active threats  to our health, SBBO are still active threats  to our health, SBBO 
is easing back into allowing small groups is easing back into allowing small groups is easing back into allowing small groups is easing back into allowing small groups 
and dropand dropand dropand drop----in visitors to observe banding.in visitors to observe banding.in visitors to observe banding.in visitors to observe banding.    
    Thursday or weekend mornings, a group 
of 10 –15 can schedule a “group presenta-
tion” with a suggested donation of $5 per 
person. Smaller groups may join the general 
visitors.  
     Call Kathy Hoel (pictured), 815-877-2938 or  
e-mail kathyhoel6@gmail.com/subject: SBBO group visit, for 
details and to reserve your spot. Allow 1½ hours to watch the 
banding process and visit the nets.  

Photo by Thelma Bottum 

ADDRESS CORRECTIONSADDRESS CORRECTIONSADDRESS CORRECTIONSADDRESS CORRECTIONS 
If you wish to cancel, subscribe or correct your mailing address for 
the Sand Bluff Birder, please e-mail: bottum4548@gmail.com.  

OFFICERS & DIRECTORSOFFICERS & DIRECTORSOFFICERS & DIRECTORSOFFICERS & DIRECTORS    
President                                                                   Ivy Otto President                                                                   Ivy Otto President                                                                   Ivy Otto President                                                                   Ivy Otto     
    Vice President                                              John LonghenryVice President                                              John LonghenryVice President                                              John LonghenryVice President                                              John Longhenry    
Secretary                                                       ... Stacey ClarkSecretary                                                       ... Stacey ClarkSecretary                                                       ... Stacey ClarkSecretary                                                       ... Stacey Clark    
Treasurer                                                         Deb EickmanTreasurer                                                         Deb EickmanTreasurer                                                         Deb EickmanTreasurer                                                         Deb Eickman    

    

The SBBO annual meeting will be held January 14, 2023 at The SBBO annual meeting will be held January 14, 2023 at The SBBO annual meeting will be held January 14, 2023 at The SBBO annual meeting will be held January 14, 2023 at 
10:00 am, Severson Dells Forest Preserve, 8786 Montague Rd, 10:00 am, Severson Dells Forest Preserve, 8786 Montague Rd, 10:00 am, Severson Dells Forest Preserve, 8786 Montague Rd, 10:00 am, Severson Dells Forest Preserve, 8786 Montague Rd, 
Rockford, IL; alternate date is January 28. Open to the public.Rockford, IL; alternate date is January 28. Open to the public.Rockford, IL; alternate date is January 28. Open to the public.Rockford, IL; alternate date is January 28. Open to the public.    

Coming in the March issueComing in the March issueComing in the March issueComing in the March issue: Ashlyn Rogers,  
AmeriCorps worker, shares her experience  
monitoring nest boxes at Colored Sands Forest 
Preserve in 2022. 

Happy Holidays  


